UIf Merbold - European Space Pioneer

More than 30 years ago UIf Merbold flew into space as the first West German. That was in 1983, at
the maiden flight of the European space laboratory "Spacelab" called the “First Spacelab Payload”
(FSLP, SL-E1) mission. And he was the first foreigner on board a US spaceship ever. "Relieved and
happy," he was then to have been chosen from more than 2,000 applicants, says Merbold who on June

20, 2016 celebrated his 75 birthday.

There were more “firsts” in his career:

- 1992 first European participating in an international spacelab mission (IML, STS-42

- 1994 first European with the experience of having flown on US (SL-E1, STS-42) and Russian
space vehicles (Soyuz TM-20, TM-19 for landing) and worked in the Spacelab and the

Russian MIR space station.

- 1995 first Astronaut to be appointed as Chief of the ESA Astronaut Training Center (EAC)

Fig.1 Strauss and Merbold t the POCC
during the D-1 Mission (November 1983)

Ulf Merbold was instrumental for DLR’s German
Space Operations Center (GSOC) in Oberpfaffenhofen
to finally achieve the status of the ESA’s Columbus
Control Center (Col-CC). During the D-1 mission in
1985 UIf Merbold acted as Payload Operations
Coordinator at the Payload Operation Control Centre
(POCC) at GSOC, this was the first time NASA
accepted payload operations to be conducted from
outside (remotely) a NASA center. During the mission
and as aerospace “aficionado”, the Bavarian minister
president Franz Josef Strauss visited the control center
and followed the mission closely directly from a
control room console together with UIf Merbold. He
was so impressed after talking to UIf and the
Astronauts onboard that he promised on the spot to
inspire his Minister of Economics to grant an
investment of approximately DM 20Mio to put DLR
in the role of an European human spaceflight center —
like the NASA center at Houston/Texas.

The investment program was subsequently announced
on November 5th 1985.

The construction of the “Manned Spacelaboratories
Control Center” (MSCC) was started on April 4th
1989 and finally became the ESA Columbus Control
Center (Col-CC) for human spaceflight operations of
the International Space Station (ISS).

As homage to Ulf Merbold the “historical” article by Linda Hawkins TVTIMES MAGAZINE (Nov
28™ -8™ Dec 1981) is reprinted — it recreates the enthusiasm and expectations connected with Ulf’s
first flight: “EUROPAN SPACEMAN - forget Flash Gordon, forget Dan Dare it’s Ulf Merbold”


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulf_Merbold

Mondayv: Astronauts

l-‘oiget Flash Gordon, forget Dan Dare
now it’s Ulf Merbold...

European spaceman
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Monday’s Astronauts takes another imaginative

leap into space-age comedy. Inreality, the

European Space Agency has already begun the

countdown to launch its first scientist in space.

|
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by Linda Hawkins

¢ leans against the viewing platform, a slight,
sharp-featured man in an outsize white coat,
floppy Aertex overshoes and a hairnet
planted firmly on his head. Forget Flash Gordon,
t Dan Dare, forget the comic heroesin thcl:}{}aa rockets, This

y figure is the gnuine article. This is erbold, scientist
and spaceman of the Eighties.

Beefcake and goldfish-bowl helmets have gone for good.
Intelligence, stability and efficient circulation are the things that
count today. We don’t even call them spacemen any more. Mer-
bold, who may become Europe’s first scientific astronaut, is known
as a ‘payload specialist’.

He wears his hairnet gravely. Slenderand serious, with sensitive
hands and an intense brown gaze, Merbold could be an artist. In
fact, like his two payload specialist colleagues, Claude Nicollier
and Wubbo Ockels, he is a scientist.

Beneath him in a vast, echoing hall, small figures in identical
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coats and hairnets are scunyinﬁomd fro doing incomprehensible
things to huge chunks of machinery. It looks like a giant biscuit
factory, but here, on the edge of an airfield in Bremen, West
Germany, Europe’s most exciting space project, Spacelab, is
being carefully and meticulously assembled.

Not everybodgxalises that Europe has a space programme. Yet
since the e;ﬂ{d enties, European countries, Britain included,
have been building a laboratory to send into space in 1983 on board
the American space shuttle. Miles above the earth, experiments
will be conducted to benefit medicine, industry, meteorology and
science. Vital to the project are the payload specialists who will
conduct experiments in space.

‘We advertised throu t Europe for candidates,” says Frau
Weissener, the project’s public relations officerin Bremen. ‘And we
had more than 5000 applications, some of them from Britain. The
youngest was a boy of nine and the oldest, a man in his 70s. There

continued on page 96
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